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February 2
Leader to Leader Training
9:00am—1:00pm
February 4-6
DS in Cabinet meetings
February 10
Leader to Leader Training
3:00pm-7:00pm
February 11-13
DS in Cabinet meetings
February 14
dCOM Meeting
February 23-26
Special Session of General
Conference in St. Louis
February 25
PLP Meeting at District Parsonage
11:00am-1:00pm
February 25
Registration Deadline for Lay
Servant Courses
February 29
DCOM Meeting at District
Parsonage at 6:30pm
March 2
Laity Day and Celebration of DS
Betsy Ott
March 2
Lenten lay Servant Courses begin

As he went out into the street, a man came running up, greeted him with great
reverence, and asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to get eternal life?” Jesus
said, “Why are you calling me good? No one is good, only God. You know the
commandments: don’t murder, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t lie,
don’t cheat, honor your father and mother.” He said, “Teacher, I have – from
my youth – kept them all.” Jesus, looked at him hard in the eye – and loved
him! He said, “There’s one thing left: Go sell whatever you own and give to the
poor. All your wealth will then be heavenly wealth. And come follow me.” The
man’s face clouded over. This was the last thing he expected to hear, and he
walked off with a heavy heart. He was holding on tight to a lot of things, and
not about to let go. Looking at his disciples, Jesus said, “Do you have any idea
how difficult it is for people who ‘have it all’ to enter God’s kingdom?”
Mark 10:17-25
It’s February 2019 and in a matter of days there will be a Special General
Conference for our denomination in St Louis, Missouri. The Special General
Conference will have delegates from all over the world, including those elected
from our own, NY Annual Conference. Many people are actively involved in the
structure and leadership for the event, including Bishop Thomas Bickerton, who
serves on numerous committees related to the Special Conference. He’s been
busier than ever going to meetings, leading trainings, having discussions,
exchanging ideas – all with this Special Session as the focus. If you were unable
to attend the Bishop’s Day on the District last fall, here is the link to his
presentation. You can put it in your browser to see the Bishop’s remarks which
explain the various legislative changes that are under discussion and are
expected to be voted on at the Conference.
https://www.nyac.com/bishopbickertondistrictdaysfall2018
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Our delegation members, elected at the 2018 Annual Conference have been meeting since the
evening of their election. The delegation, made up of clergy and laity, is:
LAY DELEGATES: Fred Brewington, Gail Douglas-Boykin, Jorge Lockward, Dorothea Benz
CLERGY DELEGATES: Timothy Riss, Noel Chin, Kristina Hansen, Alexandro de Silva Souto
LAITY ALTERNATES: Tiffany French, Ann Craig, Dorothea Littlejohn, Karen Prudente
CLERGY ALTERNATES: Vicki Flippin, Sheila Beckford, Martha Vink, Sungchan Kim

Over the past few months, many of us here in NY have been praying for our delegates and for all the
delegations from 2:23-2:26 am or pm, daily. Why? Because the General Conference dates are
February 23-26. Just three days. Three days for coming together, forming community, and
discerning God’s direction regarding our theological differences relating to human sexuality and,
specifically, where we stand as people of faith and followers of Jesus.
As I’ve been praying and reflecting on the General Conference and possible results for our church
and for each of us, personally, I find the hymn “I Surrender All” is very much on my mind and heart.
This hymn was written by a man named Judson Van de Venter who was born in 1855 and grew up
with his two brothers and a sister on the family farm in Dundee, Michigan. Blessed with the gifts
and resources, Judson graduated from Hillsdale College and began his working career as an artist
and art teacher. At age 24, Judson married Malissa Miller and moved with her to her family farm in
Summerfield, Michigan where Judson worked as a full-time painter. A year later, their daughter was
born and some years after that the couple had a son. Judson probably believed his life path was set.
A devoted layman in the Methodist Episcopal Church, Judson was becoming widely recognized for
his teaching and evangelistic abilities and soon his friends were urging him to become a full-time
evangelist. His pastor and friends also pointed out to the young man that he was an accomplished
musician, singer and composer which would be useful to him in the work of evangelizing. Judson,
however, was unsure and wavered for five years. The paths before him lead to a life as a recognized
artist or devoting himself to a ministry calling as an evangelist. Finally, Judson Van de Venter
surrendered his life to Christian service and wrote the text of the famous hymn “I Surrender All”
while conducting a meeting at the home of a noted evangelist and friend, George Sebring. Over the
years that followed, Van de Venter traveled the United States, Scotland, and England leading
evangelistic campaigns and writing music that promoted his work and ministry. Near the end of his
life, Judson was a highly respected professor of hymnology. Even in retirement, he remained a
sought after speaker and leader of religious meetings and gatherings.
What these stories about Judson Van de Venter and the young man in the Gospel tell me is that
there is always something for those who follow Jesus to surrender. For some it may be material
wealth and possessions. For others it might be having our lives the way we “like” them and giving up
control to Jesus in what we will do, how we will live, where we will go, and what we do with our gifts
and graces. In my personal experience, there is always going to be a challenge from Jesus to give up
or let go of something in our life that holds us back and limits us from committing fully to following
him. It also means that when we don’t let go, we are limiting our ability to fully love God and
(continued on pg. 3)
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neighbor in the example of Jesus. And when we can’t fully love through that kind of surrender it
limits our ability to trust God’s gracious plan to lead us to a place of wholiness in body, mind and
spirit. Still, Jesus invites us all to release the things we hold on to and to surrender our all to him.
It’s my hope that our delegation and all the delegates at the General Conference will come to the
meeting in the spirit of complete surrender – letting Jesus be their model, trusting that God already
has the plan in place, allowing the Holy Spirit to be their guide. Only then will we find our way
safely through this time to a new place that God offers us all.
I SURRENDER ALL
All to Jesus I surrender; all to him I freely give;
I will ever love and trust him, in his presence daily live. (Refrain)
All to Jesus I surrender; humbly at his feet I bow,
Worldly pleasures all forsaken, take me Jesus, take me now. (Refrain)
All to Jesus I surrender; make me, Savior, wholly thine;
Let me feel the Holy Spirit, truly know that thou art mine. (Refrain)
All to Jesus I surrender, Lord, I give myself to thee;
Fill me with thy love and power; let thy blessing fall on me. (Refrain)
All to Jesus I surrender; now I feel the sacred flame;
O the joy of full salvation! Glory, Glory to his name! (Refrain)
Refrain: I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee my blessed Savior, I surrender all.

With Love, Hope and Peace for all,
Betsy
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INFORMATION FROM THE

NY-CT
DISTRICT OFFICE
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR LEADERSHIP REPORTS!
Your leadership reports must be updated through the
Church Dashboard now! This information will be used
to credential the Lay Members to Annual Conference
for the Special Annual Conference that will be held on March 16th. Please call the district office if
you are having problems completing this task.

CHURCH CONFERENCE REPORTS DUE!
All Church Conference reports should have been forwarded to the District Office, including the
Fund Balance report, by January 31, 2019. We do have some reports that are missing. We will
be contacting each church that has missing documentation to request those that are needed.
DATE CHANGE: DISTRICT LAITY DAY
The NY-CT District Laity Day has been changed to March 2, 2019 and will be held at Yorktown
UMC. This date change was due to a conflict with the Conference Finance meeting. More
information can be found in the following pages.

SAVE THE DATE!
The NY-CT District District Conference will be held on the afternoon of May 5, 2019. The location
and time will be shared as plans are firmed up. Watch for details!

Each month you have an opportunity to
share a highlight of an event that just
happened or announce an upcoming event
to your fellow United Methodist Churches.

This newsletter is named THE NY-CT CONNECTOR, because it is meant to connect our local
church communities to each other. However, it will only be truly a connector if everyone participates
in sharing your good news and events.
Please send your information by the 15th of each month for publication in the following
month's newsletter. The new e-mail address is : umcconnector@gmail.com
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YOU ARE INVITED TO

CELEBRATE AND WORSHIP
WITH OUR DS REV. BETSY OTT
Come, one and all, MARK your CALENDARS.
It will be a day of CELEBRATION, WORSHIP
and LAITY WORKSHOPS.
The date has been rescheduled to:
Saturday March 2, 2019 at Yorktown UMC
2300 Crompond Rd
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
Gathering 9:00AM — Coffee/ Tea
9:30 AM Service of Worship and Celebration
11:30 Lunch (will be provided)
12:30-2:00 Lay Leader & Lay Delegate Workshop
Please contact Marie Bell with any questions at
mebgib4951@gmail.com.
To register for the event, please click here.
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To print this form, please click here.
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WATCH FOR DETAILS ON THE FOLLOWING
TRAINING SESSIONS THAT WILL BE
HAPPENING IN OUR DISTRICT

LEADER TO LEADER TRAINING SESSIONS
These will include 2 training sessions for the pastor and one session for the staff regarding
Staff Parish Relations (SPR) information. In addition, there will be training for Trustees as
well as training from the Frontier Foundation on audits, investments and bequests. Also,
there will be a session regarding Communications and Cooperative parishes. These sessions
will be held on both February 2nd and February 10th in two different locations so that you
have a choice of the best date and place to attend. The locations are still to be determined.
Please watch for further details either via email or on the New York Annual Conference
calendar.

MISSION INSITE TRAINING
Mission Insite training is a class that helps churches learn to access demographic information
specifically for their town/area. The training will include specific ways to reach people living
in your community through relational ministries. Further details on the actual date and
location of this training will be provided through email, the February CONNECTOR or the
New York Annual Conference calendar.

LAY SERVANT MINISTRY CLASSES

The district Lay Servant Ministry leaders are in the process of planning the classes that will be
offered during the Lenten season. They will include at least one Basic Lay Servant course, as
well as other Advanced courses. These classes will be sponsored in various district locations
for 2 Saturdays OR 5 Sunday afternoons, depending upon the location. Please watch for
information about these classes in the February CONNECTOR as well as on the New York
Annual Conference website.

To print this form, please click here.

8

To print this form, please click here.
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PRAYING OUR WAY FORWARD
INITIATIVE

Bishop Bickerton and the Council of Bishops are encouraging intentional engagement by
United Methodists worldwide by asking everyone to pause and pray each day for the
special-called General Conference from 2:23 through 2:26 a.m. or p.m.

If this time is not convenient for you, choose to pray at another time, but the council felt
praying specifically at 2:23-2:26 p.m., which represent the dates of the special session of
General Conference, would be a helpful, effective, and unifying discipline for all United
Methodists.

For more information on this initiative, please click here or visit the New York Annual Conference website to see a short video of Bishop Bickerton’s call. In addition, there is an option to pledge your support for this important prayer opportunity as well as a number of
articles and websites where you can learn more.
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… HAPPENING IN THE NY ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear from guest speaker Bonnie St. John,
who was the first African-American to win medals in Winter Paralympic
competition as a ski racer in 1984. She is a currently a highly sought-after
keynote speaker and leadership consultant.

To register for the event, please click here.
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EVENTS AT OUR LOCAL CHURCHES

At Holmes UMC - Break Through Prayer Dedication

Julie Johns, one of the church’s new Lay Servants, inspired by
the Lay Leadership workshop and the book Flood Gates,
worked with a
committee to draft the
Holmes United Methodist
Church Breakthrough
Prayer. On January 13th
after worship service she
led the church members in
the dedication and use of
their Breakthrough Prayer. They gathered and prayed
throughout their sanctuary and their fellowship hall, and
outside their prayers included the community.

UMC of Shrub Oak Makes Meals for the Homeless
On, January 6th, UMCSO confirmation youth and some mentors gathered at 4pm to make a meal
for the Jan Peek Homeless Shelter in Peekskill, NY. Twelve youth rolled up their sleeves to make a
hearty meal for 40 people. The menu consisted of: Ham, Salisbury Steak, Mashed Potatoes,
Vegetables and Salad. At 6 pm, the youth took turns serving the
meal with a smile. One of the residents at Jan Peek noted that
they had not had such a good meal since Christmas!

Along with the meal, the
youth spent time talking with
the residents and gave each
one a "Love and Light" card,
which is held by the
confirmands in the group
picture. The card included
the message of Christ's light and love, with the words, "There is
no darkness so dense, so menacing or so difficult that it cannot
be overcome by the light of Christ."
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CLASSIFIED ADS
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR AN ORGAN?
The Purdys UMC has a Jamestone 725 electric organ that is available for any church
that would like to pick it up. It needs a “tuning.” Interested parties can contact Paul Dengler,
Trustee Chair at PUMC, at paulyd1@aol.com for further information and to make arrangements
HELP WANTED
POUND RIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH is looking for a part-time church office
Administrative Assistant to administer the day-to-day church office requirements which keep the
church running efficiently and smoothly while being a kind and helpful presence to the pastor,
preschool director, music director and congregation.
QUALIFICATIONS


Professional demeanor and presence, positive attitude, and strong work ethic



Organized, discreet, dependable, and self-motivated with ability to multi-task



Excellent verbal and written communication and inter-personal skills



Experienced in office procedures and methods and proficiency in computer software including
Mac OS, Pages, Microsoft Word, Mailchimp, and Squarespace

RESPONSIBILITIES including:

Perform Day to Day Administrative and Clerical Functions including:


Greet office visitors/callers and provide assistance or refer requests



Provide secretarial support to the Pastor and staff



Prepare weekly bulletins, newsletters, reports and maintain website



Maintain church database/mailing list and create Church Directory as needed



Keep office organized filing documents electronically or physically as appropriate



Light bookkeeping

Handle or coordinate certain premise requirements including:


Order supplies for office and premises as needed and organize and stock kitchen



Request service if asked for office equipment/phone/internet and buildings



Assist with administration of special events

Job Type: Part-time (15 hours/week)
Salary: Commensurate with experience
Contact: Please email resume and salary requirements to Jeanine Long at
prcc.spr.chair@gmail.com
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